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ATHENA 2010 

ATHENA commands in the AutoCAD tool palette 
 

What are palettes? 
Since AutoCAD 2004, along with command lines, pull-down menus and toolbars, Autodesk 
has been employing tool palettes as a further element in the operation of AutoCAD. 
In order to help our customers appreciate the use of palettes, we have for ATHENA 2009 
enclosed ten tool palettes in this folder as examples. 
 
Tool palettes offer some advantages compared to normal toolbars. 
They can be anchored to the edge of the screen or be positioned floating freely on the screen. 
Alternatively, they can be automatically masked out or remain opened up continuously. 
 
In particular with the use of wide-screen monitors the application of palettes presents itself 
instead of or as a complement to toolbars. Even with a generously wide palette at the screen 
edge, still more space than DIN landscape format remains as visible drawing area. 
 

 
 
In contrast to the toolbars, in the palettes along with the icon there is also the command name. 
This means that newcomers soon feel at home and they quickly become familiar with the 
significance of the icons. But also at presentations, long-experienced tablet users commented 
positively about this form of command input. 
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We have produced the following example palettes for you: 
 

- @DRAW Frequently used ATHENA drawing commands 
- @STANDARD Standard parts 
- @EDIT Modification commands and drawing aids 
- @MODIFY Modification commands 
- @DWG-AIDS Drawing aids 
- @ENGINEERING Engineering tools 
- @DIMENSION Frequently used dimensioning commands. 
- @BLOCK Block commands 
- @HATCH Hatch patterns for materials 
- @LAY_TXT Layer and text commands. 
- @LAYER Layer commands. 
- @ TEXT Text commands. 
- @PROFILES Profiles from specific manufacturers 
- @SERVICE Settings and plot scripts 
- @MODEL modeling - use of 3D data 
- @MANAGEMENT modeling – creating 3D data and evaluating models. 
- @METRIC ATHENA settings for metric units 
- @IMPERIAL ATHENA settings for imperial units 
- @ATH_A Palette „symbol only“ with most frequently used commands 
- @ATH_B Palette „symbol only“ with 3D and other commands 
- @LINES Lines and text commands from ATH_USER.CUI 
- @ALLE Palette „symbol only“ with all commands for customization 
- @Spacer Variants Commands for spacers with preset material 
 

 
As you can see, we have put a "@" before the palette designation. We have done that to be 
able to differentiate better in the overview between the ATHENA palettes and the AutoCAD 
tool palettes.  
 
 You can use the examples as templates for individual adaptation. You can, of 

course, use the palettes as you find them here, but you will profit most from them, if 
you adapt and optimize the palettes to your requirements. 

 
On the following two pages you will find an overview with the content of our ten example 
palettes. In the document "Setting up ATHENA palettes" you will learn how you can import 
the palettes into AutoCAD and apply them.  
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Extended Palettes 
The palettes on the left show 
ATHENA commands with view 
option “icon only”. 

This allows to place multiple 
commands on one palette.  

Further on the icon size is adjustable 
in 7 steps. This allows better 
adjustments for people who wear 
glasses.  

View option and icon size can be set 
separately for each palette. 

The sample palette „@all“ contents 
all ATHENA commands and is 
considered to be used for 
customization. Sometimes it is easier 
to delete what you do not need than 
to start from scratch. 
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